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"THE ROOF 1S GOING
TO COME DOWN VERY
SH0RTLY.'
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''THIS IS CIJEARLY A COORDINATED
Er'tr'oRT. rî HAsN'T ¡EEN
ANNOUNCED THAT IT.S OVER....
ONIY ONE GROUP HAS îHIS KIND
OF ABTITTY AND TTIAT IS OSAMA
BfN LADEN'S.*
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ISTAKE, îHE UNTîED"MAKE No M /

STATES WILL HUNî DOWN AND
PUNISH îHOSE RESPONSIBIJE FOR
THESE COWARD],Y ACTS.'
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ur DoN'T îHINK '¡'/E WANT To
S?ECUIAîN ABOUT THAT - MORE
THAN ANY OF US CAN BEAR.'
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''V\IE NEED TO GET BACK TO

WASHINGTON. WE DON'T NEED
SOME TfNHORN TERRORTST TO
SCARE 1]S OFT" THE AMERIC.AN
PEOPIE WANT TO KNO\V WHERE
THEIR PRESTDENT IS."
tt0RGt I'l. BlJS]l T0 ]lts t tAo stcRtT stRvl[t Atil,lï
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''O¡¡.1CIA],s sAY THERE ARE GOOD
INDICATTONS THAT BTN IADEN
IS INVOLVED IN THE ATTACKS,
sASED ON NEW AND SPECTFIC
INT'ORMATION DEVEI,O?ED STNCE
THE AlTACKS."
C¡ll'l l\lAIIOl'lAT SIClJRITY CORRISPO}¡OTIIT,
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''THE FRUTT O¡ U.S. CRIMES
AGAINSî HlJMANITY.'
OIFICIAL Al'l¡IOtJ¡lCIlYlIl.lT ON IRAl,lIAII STATI
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'Ì Ë!Y trU ù 4'!'{/iliti iiÌir,l Yiljtìl:lj ! tt
tí !ii.i,= [jflf.; I .û ri.)!ÌfJ? Fir.stly, we tried
to do Afghanistan on the cheap.

Seconcl, we ignored the fact that
bin Laden had prepped the ground
pretty well and for a long time had
ingratiated himself with other tribal
groups. So we ran into the sirnple
problem that the Soviets and the
British before them faced and that is

Pashtun culture. Once they accepted

bin Laden as a guest they were going

to be adamantly opposed to turning
him over'. We missecl a real lesson

when Taliban leader Mullah Omar
chose to give up his country rather
than betray Osama bin Laden.

When I ran operations against bin
Laden in the 1990s, I was very lucky
because he was still learning about

personal security. He made mistakes,

he was predictable in his travels and
predictable enough to kill. This was

not the case after'9fll arrd the U.S.

plesident misled the American people

by saying he was running from cave

to cave. Ifthat had been the case we
would have killed him long ago.

Nevertheless, killing bin Laden
was an important tactical victory
because arry attack directed at the U.S.

was undel has watchful eye. But the
man was a pletry smart character;

he always envisioned this war to be

generational and he nevel thought he

would be around to see the end of it.
A1-Qaeda today is iarger, more talented,

ruthless and geographically dispersed
than it was ten years ago. Today it
still has a slice ofAfghanistan, a large

slice ofPakistan and solid bases in
Yemen, Irac¡ Somalia and increasingly
across the Maghreb. And if the Israelis

are to be believed - and I think they
are tellingthe truth on lhis one - in
Palestine, Lebanon and in Sy,ria.
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I think what's probably going on within the organisation now is a

discussion ovel whether to break away flom what Osama bin Laden wantecl

- spectacular sü ikes - and instead hit the English-speaking countries

through smalier Hamas-style attacks. My view is they will continue to
plan for a big attack but also move towards lower'level attacks. Part of the
material that has come out in the leaks fr'om bin Laden's home shows that
he was entertaining ideas of attacks on surface transportation like trains and

subways and the assassination ofindividuals.
So clearly change is in the air, and it's interesting that there was no

rnention during the highly embarrassing debate over our debt limit that
we are in a war. If A1-Qaeda blows up a commuter train tomorrow we will
spend millions of dollars policing our public rights of way. Our destiny is

going to be affected by forces we cannot control and don't even understand.

The Arab Spring also presents an enormous advantage for Al-Qaeda and

like-minded groups. The goal has always been to drive Americans out of the
Middle East. And new governments are goingto be less friendiy towards
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when the markets in the West
were down, following on the
heels of the tech stock crash,
so there was a lot of money
searching for an alternative
markets. CoincidentallY Dubai
had lots of new assets on offer.
The property market launched
in 2OO2 and You had the stock
market and the oPening of more
free zones. These investment
vehicles soaked uP a lot of
the excess cash that was floating
about at that time.

This was accelerated in 2OO2

when oil prices started rising.

Money that would normallY
go to the West went to Dubai.
This was partly to do with asset
performance, but also the
perception that the U.S. was

becoming anti-Arab, while here
was a place much closer to
home that made them feel more
welcome. lwouldn't call it Arab
patriotism exactlY, but certainlY
it was something theY could feel
good about.

You may saY this was
coincidental, but it was also a

funct¡on of its long held stability.
Dubai has had the same rul¡ng
family since 1833 and the
succession has mostlY gone

smoothly, That stab¡litY ¡n an

unstable region has been its
key asset. Dubai has repeatedlY
attracted Middle Eastern
investment whenever there has

been regional instabilitY, and
many wealthY families from Places
like Pakistan or lndia make ittheir
safe second home. This has been

one of its hallmarks s¡nce 19OO.

Jim Krane is a

repoûer tor the
Assocìated
Press and is
author ofCilV

of Gold: Dubai and the
Dream of CaP¡talism and
Dubai: The StorY of the
World's Fastest CitY.

the United States. A1-Qaeda always thought gettingrid ofthe tyrants

was always one way to restore Islam. Now the tyrants seem to be

going - and going with the assistance of the Americans'" 
f ve hearã other people argue that Al-Qaeda hasn't featured in

:ü

supplied the bullets. Only somebody educated at Haward or

oxiord could see a few thousand well-groomed, English-speaking

Facebook users and extrapolate from this tiny sample the wish

for a secular democracy. There are 85 million Egyptians, half of

whom are illiterate and have no access to social media' Eg1ryt is an

extr aordinarily devout country. While it may not want â theocracy'

it's going to be much closer to that end of the spectrum than it is to

Mls. Clinton's view of the world'
What worries me is that we could make it worse because we

don't understand what we are doing' President Obama has talked

NewYork and imPose

e Israeli lobbY and

cultural war on us, the

Afghanistan and h'aq will remove soÍre of the grievances of the

Mislim world. To ur extent that's a fair comment' but r haven't

seen much discussion in the Westet'n meclia about the morale boost

of Muslim forces in Afghar-ristan having defeated a superpower

for the second time. And in Iraq we are going to leave without

achieving any of our goals' We will dress it up as a success for

the American people because they have the attention span of a

small child. eut the reality for our opponents is that it's another

extraordinary victot'Y.

There have been so many mistakes it almost seems deliberate

- though I don't believe that it was. Forty years on from the oil

"mb".go, 
we are still dependent on Saudi Arabia for oil and they

".e "lsã 
a major purchaser of our debt' JÀ/e are in a position where

we could go io war with Iran to defend the Saudis because they

can't defend themselves. To deem Iran as a national security threat

to the United States is to buy into Israeli propaganda They ale not'

So I think the next decade wil1be far bloodier and more

expensive until we come to g'ips with what the wa1.is about' We've

doìe very little to addresses the appeai oflslamist ideology' In fact

*"'v" reinforced its appeai by making it clear that their way of life

is regarded by the West as antediluvian and that the West is going

to take it upon itselfto teach them how to behave well'

There's no one that hopes they are wrong more than I do'

But it doesn't seem like rocket science to me' We seem to vlew

Muslims as dumb and think they can't make distinctior.rs' But I
never encountered people who hated Americans The hatred is

fol the American government and what it has done'

Michael Scheuer is a îomer CIA intelligence ofÍicer
(inctuding chief oÍ the Bin Laden lssue Station from

1996 to lggÐ and currently a political analyst'

adjunct proÍessor at Georgetown Un¡vers¡ty's Centet

toi Peaie ana Security Studies' He is the author of

-È"

Osama Bin Laden.
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